CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD OF CHURCH BELL RINGERS

Chester Branch

From the Branch Ringing Master, 11th October 2011

A bit longer than usual, I’m afraid.  In these straitened times I hope you can spare the ink.  I have rather a lot to say.  Unkind voices can be heard saying that I really ought to say it in fewer words.  But ….

1. We are rapidly approaching the end of our year now:  the Branch AGM – which is something for all of you – will be on Saturday 19th November at Farndon.  There will be a separate notice coming out later, but there will, of course, be ringing on the pleasant ground floor eight before the service, followed by tea and business meeting.  All being well we shall have more ringing later.  You really ought to be there; and this is the one time of the year when we all should come together.  It is also your opportunity to air your views on the running of the Chester Branch, and to shape its future direction.  Is it too much to hope that there will be representation from every tower in the Branch?  Please try and make an effort to be there.

2. There is just one more Branch Practice at the Cathedral before the AGM: on Monday 17th October.  They should continue thereafter, unless the Branch AGM declares otherwise.  Again, I remind you that all are welcome, as long as you can handle a bell competently on your own.  My aim is always to ring on ten and twelve bells.  We did not manage that last month, although the practice was an extremely useful one.  

3. I am determined to keep the monthly Surprise Major Practices going.  We moved to foreign parts last month, and were very pleased to be given permission to ring at Mold.  We were also joined by a couple of North Wales ringers.  I think we can say these practices are doing some good.  People who do not regularly ring Surprise Major are being given a good opportunity to do so, and the cobwebs are being shaken off some of the Standard Eight that have lurked for too long in dark and gloomy corners.  Here too much depends on the attendance:  if a good number of you attend, especially those whose Surprise Major corners are cobweb-free, then all can benefit.  The last three practices of the year are as follows:-

a. Wednesday 26th October; Handbridge.

b. Thursday 24th November; Mold.

c. Friday 16th December; Waverton.

Yes, I do know that’s another Thursday.  We would have gone to Tarporley, where the bells will be available to us on Thursdays, not Tuesdays.  I apologise in advance – once more – to Trevor and the Thursday night ringers.  Next year – if the AGM agrees to the continuation of the Surprise Major Practices – we must aim to bring in Tuesday, so that each tower is hit no more than three times a year.

There is also an invitation to go to Frodsham on a Friday evening.  Again, I might well take that up if we continue in the same way in 2012.

4. Now I must swell the head of one of our young ringers.  There are several of you in the Chester Branch, I know, and I find this most encouraging.  We all know the future of ringing depends on the recruitment and retention of young ringers.  Ambitiously I put on a couple of events aimed specifically at the under-eighteens.  There have been cancellations and unfortunately relying on this Branch alone proved a vain hope.  It is a matter of some regret that we could not muster enough ringers of our own, but it was not to be.  However, young Patrick Deakin of Tarvin, displaying maturity beyond his 13 years, worked very hard to plan a Day for Young Ringers in North Staffordshire (on 1 October).  Numbers, even after opening it up to other branches, were low, but it would have been cruel to cancel it yet again.  Oldies had to swell the ranks, but it turned out to be a wonderful day.  Patrick was joined by his younger brother, as well as sister Niamh (now learning to ring), and Michael and Isabel from the Cathedral.  There were also some young ringers from other branches.  Our great thanks to Patrick for his meticulous planning and organization.   There will be a report in the Ringing World.  I attach a couple of photographs.  Spot the only bus-pass holder at the back in the group; and share Michael’s and Isabel’s enjoyment of those little bells at Woodlands, Keele.

And, before I move on, congratulations to Patrick for ringing his first peal at Tarvin last Saturday.  Very well he rang, too. (Details on Campanophile.)

5. The Chester Guild AGM at Christleton last month went very well.   

      What a wonderful contribution from the Branch!  The whole Guild must 

      thank Jackie, Nikki and the rest of you for your splendid efforts.  An

      excellent tea and everything so well planned.  Unfortunately our team

      in the Striking Competition did not match your fine achievement.  

     Tricky, those Oxford places.

6. Finally, I must mention 2012.  Not the Olympics or the Diamond Jubilee, but the visit of the Central Council to Chester.  Our Chairman, Jackie Roberts, will have plenty to say about it at the AGM.  There is no excuse for saying you do not know about it, as the Branch Secretary has sent out the information.  It really is important we make a collective effort.  Since the meeting is in Chester it is inevitable that much will fall to us.  There are plenty of jobs for all!  I can only repeat what I said at last year’s AGM:  we do not want representatives from other guilds and associations going home after the event and declaring they did not think much of the way they were treated in Chester.  The 2012 Committee is working very hard to ensure the success of next year’s Central Council Meeting, but we shall all be on show; and here is a chance to demonstrate to the world of ringing just what the humble Chester Branch can do.  From my many years of contact with ringers in this Branch I know what fine people you all are, and I am confident you will rise to the challenge.  (See the last item.)
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